
 
 
A few words from Tess Lina Murphy, Associate Artistic Director 
 

Happy New Year, friends and family of SOC! 
 

We are already mid-way through January, and we are rolling along towards our 2019 season. As you know, 
although we weren’t on the SOC stage this summer, John and I have continued to keep SOC at the 
forefront of our minds, forging a partnership and new beginning at Santa Ana College. But we all missed 
the Bard, didn’t we? I know I did, and I wanted to let you know why SOC is so important to me, and why I 
want to continue to build this community of artists and audience members. 
 

My introduction to Shakespeare actually came quite late, a couple of years after I had received my 
bachelor’s and just before I entered my post-grad training. I was engaged as an intern at Indiana Rep, which 
at the time was under the helm of Libby Appel, a great artist and leader who then went on to head the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival for many years. I was fortunate to watch and work with an incredibly talented 
group of professionals who brought Shakespeare’s words to life with a seeming ease, much joy, and great 
meaning. I remember watching countless rehearsals of “Hamlet” in the balcony (with John Walcutt as guest 
artist!), drawn into Hamlet’s dilemma and Ophelia’s gut-wrenching turmoil. I had never read the play 
before, and I was moved every time. I took a Shakespeare workshop offered by the theatre and wrapped 
my head and heart around the words of Shakespeare for the first time. I then made my professional debut 
as Hero in “Much Ado About Nothing”, nurtured, guided, and inspired by the generous and talented artists 
around me.  
 

Those experiences have led me here, because the most compelling thing about my first real experience 
with Shakespeare was how the stories and the characters were still so alive, so relevant, despite the words 
being almost 400 years old. I wanted to see more Shakespeare, speak more Shakespeare, and I still do. 
 

When John approached me in 2014 to join him on this journey, I didn’t anticipate how it would grab a hold 
of me the way that it did. But when I saw so many people in the audience of different ages and ethnicities 
see Shakespeare for the first time, and respond to his stories and words, I knew that I wanted to keep this 
going. And through the fantastic program John has created with OCSA, bringing middle and high school 
students into the company of SOC, I have witnessed students experiencing the same joy and camaraderie I 
felt at Indiana Rep so many years ago.  
 

Of course, there is more to live theatre than Shakespeare, and SOC will bring that to you, too. Classics, 
musicals, stories that continue to speak to us today, and remind us what it is to be human. We will continue 
to bring you a quality professional experience, but accessible to everyone. We want to continue to move 
you, reach out to new audiences, engage young people, through the intimacy of live theatre. There is 
nothing like it. 
 

So join us. Spread the word. And we will see you this summer. 
 

Warmly,  
Tess 


