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 “TO BE OR NOT TO BE” 
That really is the question for SOC… and our question for you. 
 
Hello, my friends. 
It’s time: here’s where we need YOU. 
 
We have been presented, as you know, with a wonderful opportunity to grow SOC in a 
number of ways, to step up to a next level, and to continue bringing professional summer 
Shakespeare to Orange County… and a 40 th season since the inception of The Grove 
Shakespeare Festival, our genesis. As you also know, for now, our beloved Festival 
Amphitheatre in Garden Grove has been booked in another direction (it’s happened before), 
and because of this door closing, another even more remarkable situation has been offered to 
us. With benefits! Santa Ana College, only ten minutes away, and with a brand new 
Amphitheatre in a developing area at Bristol and Seventeenth, plus two other theatres, a scene 
shop, a costume shop, tons of secure parking, rehearsal rooms, designers, staff, and 
opportunities for free college tuition programs… and so much more, have come our way. 
It’s an outstanding situation. They made us an offer we couldn’t refuse… 
 
So, we’re presenting you a season. It’s a good one! It’ll be fun, and beautiful; inspiring, 
entertaining and memorable. Now, as I said, we need you. Help us launch it. 
OUR HOIDAY FLEXPASS! 
 
It’s here. A terrific deal (less than half price on the best seats, totally flexible, and with more 
percs to come), and for SOC the cash flow and the message we need to get things rolling. We 
need to know you’re with us. We need to know we’ve got the family together. Without you, 
there is no reason to do this. 
 
So, let’s do it! Let’s make it happen. 
Please jump in now. It’s the most critical time for us. These Flexpasses make GREAT gifts. 
Create wonderful summer theatre parties. You’re our VIPS. Make plans to meet friends and 
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MAKE THEATRE HAPPEN! 
 
There is no other ticket you can buy in Orange County, there is no other end-of-the-year 
donation to an Arts organization, that will have more impact than this. You really determine our 
future.  
TO BE OR NOT TO BE… is the question. 
 
We’ll do our part. We’re excited. We’ll bring in the artists, create jobs and wonderful youth 
opportunities, apprenticeships, and pathways to the future. And we’ll make great summer 
theatre. 
 
But we need you now. Help us sell 300 by the end of February. Let us know right now that you 
want to make this happen. You’ve got the power. Send us and Orange County a message. 
“ONE BIG FAMILY UNDER THE STARS”… and much, much more. Shakespeare, and much, much 
more. The SHAKESPEARE | SUMMERFEST way! 
 
The California Arts Council rewarded us with The Local Impact Award for “using the Arts to 
change your community.” ORANGE COAST MAGAZINE called us “our favorite thing to do in 
Garden Grove.” You sent us your emails to keep it going. So, let’s do it. 
Let us know. Give some gifts. Make some friends. Spread the word and the love. And we’ll see 
you there. 
 
Check out our mission statement at our website while you’re there. We think you know why 
this matters. You know it’s fun. I know it makes a difference… in so many ways. 
www.shakespeareoc.org 
 
Tess, myself, and the entire SOC and SAC communities thank you. Generations to come thank 
you. You are our heroes. You are our reason for being. Literally. Absolutely literally. 
 
We hope to see you soon! Let us know you’re coming. We’ll get dressed up. 
 
And Happy Holidays to all of you. 
 
Love, 
John and Tess, and all of us at SOC. 
 


